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Use of Rhetoric 
“What Michael Cohen’s guilty Plea Doesn’t Tell Us about Trump” is an article in the New Yorker written by Jeannie Gersen. Gersen notes that Michael Cohen pleaded guilty in court. Cohen, a long-time attorney of the U.S president, Donald Trump claimed that he paid off two women who had an affair with Donald Trump in 2016. The newspaper article was written and posted on their newspaper site on August 26th, 2018. Rhetorical devices have been used by article writers in newspapers to pass message well to the audience and appeal the mentioned parties. The theme of a publication may be political, social or technological. One thing that has been trending is the story about the court trial of Cohen.  Therefore, this paper also outlines the impact of the rhetoric on the political world and what it means for the President himself and the strategies that Gersen uses to appeal to her readers.
The New Yorker is a factual paper that offers accurate information without bias on the current events in the U.S and the world. On their quest to report, The New Yorker posted the story to feed U.S citizens following the guilty plea of Michael Cohen. The article provides the reader with the best gesture of what the paper is talking about. Gersen’s intention of the article is to share insight on the case regarding Michael Cohen, and she does an excellent job by using direct quotes from Cohen as well as providing investigative information that the U.S citizens might not find elsewhere.
Gersen (1) uses pathos to appeal to the emotions of the readers which evokes different opinions given that the person in question holds the highest office in America. The U.S President, Donald Trump was elected by the citizens who believed he would serve them fairly and on their interests. In this regard, the audience of the paper is the people who vote for him and his government. And to grasp their attention, Gersen raises the implication of the Cohen's case is that the President was aware of the criminal acts of his long-time attorney. This ties him to the situation. The question here is what does the plea mean for Donald Trump? What does the public need to know about the case? These are questions that the audience looks forward to getting answers and the paper answers them succinctly. Cohen was taken to court following claims of paying off Donald Trump mistresses to keep them quiet during the political heat of 2016. According to Gersen (1), the act was a breach of the campaign-finance laws. During the proceedings, Michael Cohen admitted to breaking the law for the benefit of Donald Trump. 
The author uses facts and logic to appeal to the readers. The reasoning comes where Gersen claims that Michael Cohen’s case piles up to the many other cases when Donald Trump’s circle committed crimes- which imply the crimes were done based on his orders. However, the Cohen's guilty plea might not necessarily mean that Trump is also liable (Gersen 2). Another fact that the article uses to charm the audience is the amount of money that Michael Cohen sent Stephanie Clifford- one of the actresses involved in Trump’s affair. This makes the article convincing and believable because such figures can never be stated without certainty. Additionally, the names of the actresses which are named in the piece add to the factual pile of the story. 
Moreover, the paper also uses opinions and quotes from experts as a means of making the story more appealing. The expert in the article is Cohen’s attorney, Lanny Davis who claims that the payoff has implications to both the President and Michael Cohen. Rudy Giuliani’s opinion is also featured in the article. He is the current President's lawyer whose claim is that Cohen was being paid to take care of some things like the extramarital affairs of the president (Gersen 2). This shows a lot regarding the president’s moral fabric as well as lawyers who work under oath to serve the public with absolute honesty. The paper offers facts to the reader and tries to bring out logic from the provided facts which are an effective strategy.  
Gersen uses allusion by citing a similar occurrence that involved former President Nixon. In the earlier case, Nixon was named as a co-conspirator. However, as the author claims in her closing statements, the same cannot be applied on the Trump’s case because Michael Cohen does not need a co-conspirator to do whatever he did. This makes the author unbiased by offering views from different angles. 
In conclusion, the newspaper article is a reliable piece which uses pathos, allusion, facts, and logic to appeal to its audience effectively. The use of expert opinions and quotes helps the paper to be trustworthy and promote the effectiveness of the story. Donald Trump is a public figure and even more importantly, the president of the U.S. In this regard, any information provided by Gersen should not be biased because the public relies on The New Yorker for genuine news. 
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